
8th Grade Summer 2018 Reading Form 

Dear Rising Eighth Grader,  
As you enjoy the long days of summer, please select one fiction novel for independent reading 
and thoughtfully complete the following form. If you need help selecting a novel, you may wish 
to consult one of the following lists:
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/39200.FCPS_7th_8th_grade_summer_2013_part_2_of_2 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/blog/teen/the-best-young-adult-books-of-2017/ 
https://www.goodreads.com/genres/young-adult-historical-fiction 

Your Name: ____________________________________________________ 

Title and Author: 

Literary Genre: (examples: historical fiction, adventure, science fiction, mystery, romance, etc.) 

Setting: 

Time Period: 

Location: 

Brief Plot Summary Including Conflict and Character Development: (You may bullet point.) 

https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/39200.FCPS_7th_8th_grade_summer_2013_part_2_of_2
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/blog/teen/the-best-young-adult-books-of-2017/
https://www.goodreads.com/genres/young-adult-historical-fiction


Three Meaningful Quotations and an Analysis of Each Quotation’s Significance: 

Quotation 1: 
 
 
 
Analysis: 
 
 
 
Quotation 2: 
 
 
 
Analysis: 
 
 
 
Quotation 3: 
 
 
 
 
Analysis: 
 
 
 

Lessons Learned/Book Recommendation: Using precise diction and complete sentences, 
explain the overall impact the book had upon you. Specify lessons you learned from reading the 
work and to whom you would recommend the book and why.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



June 2018 
 
 
Dear St. Anne’s Rising 6th, 7th and 8th Grade Students and Families,  
 
This summer, we will be using Khan Academy for our summer math practice to personalize 
learning/review for all students. Khan Academy is a free online resource that allows students to 
learn/practice anytime, anywhere, with material that is uniquely appropriate for them. Students 
can strengthen their math skills by using interactive practice and tutorials. They can also explore 
new topics if they want to expand their learning and/or challenge themselves. As students 
learn/review/practice, their activity feeds into reports that show important information such as 
strengths and weaknesses in a particular concept.  
 
By using Khan Academy and monitoring student progress, we will be able to provide a more 
personalized learning experience for students come September.  
 
All Khan Academy summer math practice is to be completed by Friday, August 31, 2018.  
 
In the next week, your student will receive two (2) email invitations in their St. Anne’s student 
gmail inbox. Students must sign into their St. Anne’s student email account to act on these 
invitations: 

1. Google Classroom: s/he will be invited to join a Summer Math Practice class in Google 
Classroom.  

a. From this class, we will provide information and encouragement as s/he works 
through the summer math practice work.  

b. Parents/guardians will also be sent an invitation from Google Classroom. When 
you accept this invitation, you will receive email summaries of assignments, 
announcements, etc. that are posted in Google Classroom by the teacher.  

2. Khan Academy: s/he will be invited to join a Khan Academy Summer Math Practice 
class.  

a. Follow the instructions to join the class.  
b. You will find the assignments/quizzes in the Assignments tab 
c. If you are new to Khan Academy, you may find this glossary of terms helpful.  

 
A few important notes about completing assignments/quizzes:  
 

● No calculators are allowed. 
● You will show all your work in a notebook (spiral, composition,3-ring notebook) 

○ You are only required to complete the quizzes (in the assignment tab); however 
you may find the tutorials, exercises, and articles helpful. 

○ You will need to score an 80% or above for each quiz. Look to the right margin 
for results in the assignments tab. Retake any quizzes below 80% until you reach 
the 80% goal. 

https://www.khanacademy.org/about
https://www.khanacademy.org/resources/parents-mentors-1/copy-of-copy-of-faq-1/a/glossary-of-ka-terms


○ Label each page in your notebook with the quiz title and content.  
○ Number the problems.  
○ Work neatly.  
○ This notebook will be collected on the first day of school for grading 

● Some quizzes are "Clever" assignments and are optional. Complete these when you are 
up for more of a challenge. 

● We will be checking on your progress throughout the summer. Please reach out to us 
with any questions. 

● All Khan Academy summer math practice is to be completed by Friday, August 31, 
2018. 

 
To help your student sharpen and hone his/her skills of self-awareness, Khan Academy 
empowers students to monitor their own learning. Students (and parents) can track their 
progress, identify areas of strength, invest more time in areas of weakness, and explore areas 
of interest, allowing them to set, adjust, and reach their goals.  
 
If your student is looking for more challenges, the links below may meet his/her needs. Once 
you click on the hyperlink, look to the left margin for the different parts of the lesson.  

● Hour of Code (general opener) 
● Hour of Drawing with Code (ages 8+) 
● Hour of Webpages (ages 8+) 
● Hour of Databases (ages 12+) 

 
If you have questions or trouble with either Google classroom or Khan Academy, do not hesitate 
to contact any one of us:  

● Nancy Bennett - nbennett@stannesde.org 
● Jill Reilly - jreilly@stannesde.org 
● Kelsey Main - kmain@stannesde.org.  

 
Have a great summer! 
 
 
Nancy Bennett Jill Reilly Kelsey Main 
5th Grade Math 6th Grade Math 7th Grade Math 
MS Math Support 8th Grade Math 
  

https://www.khanacademy.org/resources/parents-mentors-1/helping-your-child/a/encourage-students-to-monitor-their-own-progress
https://www.khanacademy.org/hourofcode
https://www.khanacademy.org/computing/hour-of-code/hour-of-drawing-code/v/welcome-hour-of-code
https://www.khanacademy.org/computing/hour-of-code/hour-of-html/v/making-webpages-intro
https://www.khanacademy.org/computing/hour-of-code/hour-of-sql/v/welcome-to-sql
mailto:nbennett@stannesde.org
mailto:jreilly@stannesde.org
mailto:kmain@stannesde.org


Rising 8th Grade Khan Academy Checklist 
KHAN CLASS CODE: GQG84W57 

Assignments Completed 

Negative Numbers and the Coordinate Plane  

Quiz 3 Adding/Subtracting Negative Numbers 
Quiz 4 Multiplying/Dividing Negative Numbers 
Quiz 5 The Coordinate Plane 

 

Ratios, Rates and Proportions  

Quiz 1 Introduction to Ratios 
Quiz 2 Introduction to Rates 
Quiz 3 Percents, Fractions and Decimal conversion 
Quiz 4 Percent Problems 
Quiz 5 Proportional Relationships 

 

Equations, Expressions and Inequalities  

Quiz 1 Intro to Variables  
Quiz 2 Evaluating Expressions 
Quiz 3 Writing Algebraic Expressions 
Quiz 4 Solving One Step Equations 
Quiz 5 One Step Equation Word Problems  
Quiz 6 Inequalities 
Quiz 7 Two Step Equations  

 

Exponents, Radicals and Scientific Notation  

Quiz 1 Exponents 
Quiz 2 Roots  
Quiz 3 Exponent Properties 
Quiz 4 Negative Exponents  
Quiz 5 Scientific Notation 

 

Linear Equations and Functions   

Quiz 1 Graphing Proportional Relationships 
Quiz 2 Slope/Intercepts 
Quiz 3 Slope-intercept form 
Quiz 4 Functions 

 

 



8th Grade Science Summer Work 
Please keep in mind that this is your first project grade for the fall trimester.  Writing should be typed and  graphs or 
charts should be in Google Sheets/Excel or neatly completed on graph paper.  Give me the same amount of effort 
you would for any project assigned during the school year.  You have five choices that correspond with five major 
topics we will cover next year.  You are to choose ONE of the five choices to complete.  As is always true, if you 
need help please ask!  I generally check my school email once weekly during the summer.  You can email me at 
mwolinski@saintannesschool.org 
 
 
ASTRONOMY 
Observe the moon every night for two weeks.  Create a series of sketches to show what the 
moon looked like on each night.  Record the time of night that you did your sketch (try to 
keep this relatively constant), where the moon was in the sky (compass direction) and its 
height above the horizon (measured in fists with your arm outstretched – each fist is 10 
degrees of altitude - see pic).  After your two week period, graph the number times you saw 
the moon at or near each of the four compass directions.  Write a brief paragraph (5-10 
sentences) including any observations or conclusions you made about the moon and its path 
across the sky.  
 
ROCKS 
Spend some time outdoors this summer and create a rock collection.  Gather five different rock samples from 
different places that you go – the park, beach, hiking, etc.  Using an Internet site such as 
http://www.rockhounds.com/rockshop/rockkey/ or a guide book, determine first what types of rocks you have 
found (sedimentary, igneous, or metamorphic) and then the specific name of each.  Write a brief description (3-5 
sentences) for each rock that includes the identification you made, what characteristics helped you identify it, as 
well as information about where you found each rock.  
 
HUMAN BODY SYSTEMS 
Choose a human disease that is interesting to you or relevant to you/your family.  There are many options, from 
something as common as athlete’s foot, to an inherited disease like hemophilia or something we don’t see as much 
anymore like polio.   Create a professional informational brochure about the disease that would be like something 
you might pick up at a doctor’s office.  You should include the name of the disease, causes, symptoms (including 
which body systems it affects) and treatments.  Be sure to also cite your sources.  If your disease is named after 
someone or a certain person discovered it, be sure to share that information too.  Include at least one picture that is 
relevant.  Microsoft Word, Google docs or Canva.com all have brochure templates you can use.  
 
DNA 
Create a model of the deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) molecule.  You can find information about its structure in 
books or on the Internet.  You may use any material you like, as long as it will not rot, mold or disintegrate before 
September!  It should be ten base pairs in length.  Be sure to label or include a key of the different parts.  Include 
with your model a brief paragraph (5-10 sentences) detailing who first discovered and described the shape of DNA. 
Be sure to cite your sources. 
 
GENETICS 
Conduct a family survey of genetic traits by “interviewing” family members such as parents, siblings, aunts, uncles 
and grandparents.  You will create a chart of eight traits (see sheet below for information) controlled by a single 
gene and record who does and who does not have the trait.  You must test at least five different family members 
that are genetically related to you.  Then, write a brief paragraph (5-10 sentences) analyzing your data and reporting 
any patterns or interesting observations.  
 
 

http://www.rockhounds.com/rockshop/rockkey/


Genetic Traits Survey Information 
Use the letter specified to record your data.  So, for example, if I was able to roll my 
tongue and had free earlobes, I would record in my chart that I am “R” and “E” for those 
categories. 
 
1. Free ear lobe - In most people the earlobes hang free (E). The attached earlobe is recessive (e).  
2. Hand clasping - Clasp your hands together like you were going to pray. Notice whether your left or 
your right thumb is on top.  If the left thumb is on top you have the dominant trait (C), the right thumb is 
recessive (c).  
3. Hitchhiker's thumb - Hold out your hand and make a fist with the thumb extended. Bend the last 
joint of the thumb back as far as possible. A straight thumb is dominant (S) while a bent thumb is 
recessive (s).  
4. Bent little finger - Place the palms of your hand gently together, side-by-side, with the palms facing 
upward. The dominant condition is for the last two joints of the little fingers to bend away from each 
other (B), while straight little fingers are recessive (b).  
5. Widow's peak - The action of a dominant gene (W) results in a hairline that forms a distinct point in 
the middle of the forehead. The straight hairline is recessive (w). 
6. Dimpled chin - A cleft in the chin is a dominant trait (D) while the absence of a cleft is recessive (d). 
7. Mid-digital hair - Each of your fingers is composed of three segments. If any hair grows on the middle 
segments, you have the dominant allele for mid-digital hair (H). If you do not have any hair you are 
recessive (h).  
8. Tongue rolling - The ability to roll the tongue (fold it in half) is dominant (R), while non-rolling is 
recessive (r). *it is still being debated whether this is truly genetic or learned*  
 

 
 



8th Grade Social Studies 
Summer Work  Part I 
Mr. Brown        (email me if you have questions   rbrown@saintannesschool.org) 

 
Tracking Our World 

 
In 8th grade we spend the large majority of our time looking at parts of our world outside of the United States. 
Throughout the summer, keep track of some of the major events going on throughout the world using the chart 
below. In the boxes, list what the event is, where it occurred and then your personal reaction. You may choose 
one of these events to find an article for your current event in Part II if you would like. 
 

What happened?  Where?   Your reaction? 

Example:  A soccer star in Brazil 
told the media that people should 
not come to the Olympics in Rio 
this year because of problems in 
Rio, such as violence.  

Example:  
 
         Rio de Janiero, Brazil  

Example:   It would be a shame 
for the Olympics to be surrounded 
by controversies, but it may be too 
dangerous to hold them there. 
Maybe something can be done to 
make it safer. 

   

   

   

   



   

   

   

   

   

   

  



8th Grade Social Studies 
Summer Work  Part II 
Mr. Brown 

 
World Cultures Current Events Analysis Guide 

For this summer, you are responsible for completing ONE current event  
(follow the format below) 

 
Please type your answers on a Google Doc. You should have two solid paragraphs. 

Font – Times New Roman / Double Spaced / Size 12 
Your event should be from somewhere outside of the United States 

 
 

Paragraph 1 = Comprehension 

1. What is the main idea of this article? 

2. Who is involved? (Which countries? Which groups of people? etc) 

3. What happened? (Provide examples of key events, important quotes, tell me enough so that I know what 
happened without actually reading the article.) 
 
4. When/Where did it happen? 

5. Why/How did it happen? (What caused it?) 

 

Paragraph 2 = Analysis 

6. How does this event affect the country and/or citizens of the country in which it happened? 

7. What does this article tell you about the culture (values, beliefs or practices) in that country? 

8. What is your overall opinion of this article? 

9. How might this article affect you or your country (U.S.A.)? (Find a way to relate it to our country. Our world 
is connected!) 
 
10. Find a way to make a connection between this article and something that you have learned about in social 
studies class (or any other class). 
 
At the very end, add a thought provoking question OR a quote that relates to the theme/topic of the 
article. 



8th Grade Social Studies 
Summer Work  Part III 
Mr. Brown        (email me if you have questions   rbrown@saintannesschool.org) 
 
If you could travel to any country in the world, where would you travel to? 
 

_______________________________________________ 
 
Why would you choose to go there?  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Research and list 3 interesting facts about that country 

1) 

 

2) 

 

3) 

 

In the box on the next page, draw and color a picture that represents the country you chose. (It does not need to 

be a masterpiece, but show your effort.) 

mailto:rbrown@saintannesschool.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Mi nombre es ________________________. 
Hoy es el _________ de _________________________. 

Español ~ Rising 8th  
Summer Work  

For your summer assignment, you will be writing a short story around a character who is 
the most “_____” person in the world, for example: 
 
El Hombre Más Rico del Mundo 
La Chica Más Inteligente del Mundo 
El Niño Más Perezoso del Mundo 
 
Think about what adjective you want to use for your character. What does he/she look 
like? What is their personality like? Where do they live? Do they have family? How did 
they come to be the most intelligent, or laziest, or richest person in the world? What 
happens in the story and how does it end? 
 
You will develop your character using some of the important grammar points we have 
learned this year. You will use this sheet to help you outline your story. For your final 
draft, you will include a picture (a photo or drawing) with the typed copy of your story. 
The requirements are as follows: 

 
● The title of your story must include a superlative (examples above) 
● The story must be written in present tense and must include the following 

grammar concepts (use this as a checklist): 
○ the verbs “ser” and “estar” to describe people  
○ the verb “tener” to tell what people have or describe family  
○ the verbs “ir” and “venir” to tell where people are going or coming from 
○ possessive adjectives to expression belonging  
○ the verb “poder” to express what people are able to do  
○ comparing two things or people using “más que” or “menos que” 
○ a variety of -AR, -ER, and -IR verbs to express action 

 
● The story must be at least one full page double-spaced, font size 12, Times New 

Roman (not including your photo or picture) 
 

● Staple your final draft to this sheet  
 

● You may also want to review the present tense of -AR, -ER, and -IR verbs in order 
to describe the action in the story 

 
 
 

¡Vamos a empezar! Outline your story on the back 
 
 



 
Mi nombre es ________________________. 
Hoy es el _________ de _________________________. 

To help you get started, responde a las preguntas con frases completas. 
 
1) ¿Cuál es el título? 
 
 
2)  ¿Cuál es el nombre de tu personaje (character)?  
 
 
3) ¿Cómo es? Describe el personaje (physical traits, personality traits, family, feelings, 
etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4) ¿Dónde está? ¿Dónde vive? 
 
 
 
5) ¿Cuál es el problema?  
 
 
 
6) ¿Adónde va? ¿Con quién y por qué? 
 
 
 
7) ¿Hay más personajes? ¿Cómo son? 
 
 
 
8) ¿Qué hace?  
 
 
 
9) ¿Qué pasa en el cuento? (What happens in the story?) 
 
 
 
 
10) ¿Cómo termina el cuento? (How does it end?) 
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