
 

 

 Update from the Middle School Division Head 

May 19, 2020 
 
Hello Middle School Families, 

  
If you haven’t had the chance to view the Third-Grade Tribute to their Eighth-Grade Buddies on Facebook or in The 

Heron, I encourage you to take a few minutes to check it out now.  Thanks to Mrs. Kern, Mrs. Ovadje, and Mrs. 

Kaminski for making this happen. So, so special are these relationships that start in 5th and  Kindergarten and last 

until 8th and 3rd grade! 

  
It was great to see folks on Saturday to pick up student’s materials and belongings from academic and athletic 

lockers.  If you didn’t get a chance to visit campus to get your child’s belongings from their academic and athletic 

lockers,  just email me and let me know you would like to drop by. There are many PE and school uniforms stuffed 

into athletic lockers that would love to go home for a bath and a nap in a familiar drawer at home. Additionally, the 

St. Anne’s Yearbooks arrived on Friday so we were able to hand them out to students. When you come to campus to 

collect your child’s belongings,  you can also pick up a yearbook.  

  
Important dates and information for middle school students and families: 

  

● May 11-22 - MS Conferences 

● May 20 - Family Chapel Google Meet at 9:45 am 

● May 25 - Memorial Day - No School/Classes 

● May 27 -  Family Chapel Google Meet at 9:45 am: Baby Blessing for Cristina Bromley 

● May 29 - Last day of formal classes in the MS 

● June 1-3 - MS Activities - more details to come 

● June 3 -  Family Chapel Google Meet at 9:45 am: Virtual Hymn Sing 

● June 4 - 8th-Grade Graduation  

  

Next week, Tuesday, May 26 through Friday, May 29 will be our final week of regular classes. Our students and 

teachers have been incredible during this unfamiliar, unprecedented time of emergency distance learning. Students 

have shown that they are remarkably resilient and flexible by adjusting to distance learning in profoundly mature 

ways, continually demonstrating a high level of independence and conscientiousness. Teachers have shown that 

they are remarkably resilient and flexible by adjusting to teaching in a distance learning setting in profoundly 

creative, effective, and productive ways, continually demonstrating a high level of care and support for their 
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students. That said, everyone is looking forward to the coming summer and at the end of this school year. As a 

reminder, all grades this trimester are pass/fail.  MS students will receive a final average for the year; trimesters 1 

and 2 grades will be averaged together. The report cards will include a statement about distance learning during 

COVID-19.  

  

We are also working hard to plan various activities that will help bring your child(ren)’s 2019-2020 school year to a 

close on a positive note. Typically, June 1-3 would have included class trips and Field Day as well as a final day on 

campus that would have been filled with fun and opportunities to bond with classmates and other Herons before 

breaking for the summer. Thus, we will be offering similar options on June 1, 2, and 3, including but not limited to a 

Flipgrid Talent Show, Advisory challenges, Grade-Level Google Meets, and Connection Buddy Meets. More 

information to come about these activities that will usher our students into summer break.   

  

High School Application/Placement news to share: 

In a typical Spring, the Mid-Atlantic Boarding Group would visit St. Anne’s to speak with seventh-grade parents as 

well as students about the application process for boarding schools. This visit also included mock interviews for 

students to practice what that process can be like. Because MABS cannot visit this year, they have created virtual 

options for any student and/or parent to learn more. We also hope to partner with MABS next fall for mock 

interview practice.  Recently, I received this helpful information from MABS about an upcoming virtual event: 

  

Tuesday, June 2, 7 PM, ET.  A Reception for Students and Parents. Meet with our five-school 

admission panel to learn about the amazing opportunities at five excellent boarding schools and 

learn about the admission programs and how to start your journey into high school. We start with 

a presentation and end with your questions and a conversation. Please join us: ZOOM 

Registration Here 

We’re also happy to set up a more specific and tailored presentation to your school or families. 

Email us to request this and learn more. Please visit the MABS website for more on our 

VIRTUAL EVENTS, which will be updated over the summer, as well as our ADVICE! blogs 

which will be updated as our new admission programs unfold. 

Finally, many people have asked me about graduation for our 8th-grade students, wanting to be supportive of 

students and participate in the celebration. Because of the current situation with COVID-19, we are planning an 

intimate graduation ceremony outdoors on campus for our soon-to-be graduates. I recently wrote to the 8th-grade 

families saying: I suspect everyone is wondering how many people will be able to attend [graduation] given our 

current restrictions on gatherings as well as general social distancing directives. We continue to monitor the 

situation closely through the governor’s office and other resources,  and we are hoping that the number of people we 

can safely host on campus for graduation will increase. Regardless of whatever transpires between now and the June 

4th ceremony, please know  that we will be LIVE streaming [we hope] and recording [fors sure] the ceremony so that 

even if you have friends and family who cannot attend in person, they will be able to watch and enjoy.”  
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http://url9795.plusportals.com/ls/click?upn=7lKHYKHTOIc-2BnUEXHv8lwzo5BU19XvhbZ-2Bcim5g96pGH9yJNuS1Kh084paJ6VwZQLN13ciikHylDQGlGlFamgNp9LmsTTtggkZ1wGSNprCQmO3MetmxHUOwdW72JpIUI3p8zZ3WifngUMn3JNy0uGj5FanffyCzRPFWNj0cB2-2BU-3Dx5ik_2zawKcvhUe2HXUIw75tejiF-2Bq8TKTYMbfSTqRZtdq5gy-2FcoG-2B03vIMKhwR1k-2BPyF2dpoxUL6yjlOQdDix3xGPUpWNYwK7-2B4MFywy4AJMQSm7BkRGl0l3u5EAV-2FLMBgQ0P-2FnHqZzyQgMKYfU3zkRHZgvCayqz9hEM-2Bi9b7Iyec7Fp-2BOnySImdqkFIQhFVDy58FJ1jHjnz6AiqVAfGuv6ZMD5Qs2MrOsbkRjf0He-2BFlr-2F1ZjGcv5lBsvVNCnAH-2BgkbbEX7d9BHU-2FhPBW2lTVdEBGvF8sztNIrqhOlvpT1JRK8-3D
http://url9795.plusportals.com/ls/click?upn=7lKHYKHTOIc-2BnUEXHv8lwzo5BU19XvhbZ-2Bcim5g96pGH9yJNuS1Kh084paJ6VwZQLN13ciikHylDQGlGlFamgNp9LmsTTtggkZ1wGSNprCQmO3MetmxHUOwdW72JpIUI3p8zZ3WifngUMn3JNy0uGj5FanffyCzRPFWNj0cB2-2BU-3Dx5ik_2zawKcvhUe2HXUIw75tejiF-2Bq8TKTYMbfSTqRZtdq5gy-2FcoG-2B03vIMKhwR1k-2BPyF2dpoxUL6yjlOQdDix3xGPUpWNYwK7-2B4MFywy4AJMQSm7BkRGl0l3u5EAV-2FLMBgQ0P-2FnHqZzyQgMKYfU3zkRHZgvCayqz9hEM-2Bi9b7Iyec7Fp-2BOnySImdqkFIQhFVDy58FJ1jHjnz6AiqVAfGuv6ZMD5Qs2MrOsbkRjf0He-2BFlr-2F1ZjGcv5lBsvVNCnAH-2BgkbbEX7d9BHU-2FhPBW2lTVdEBGvF8sztNIrqhOlvpT1JRK8-3D


 

Until next week’s update, I hope you continue to discover ways to connect with family and friends, take time to 

enjoy a little bit slower pace, and find ways to care for and be kind to others. Each of us has the chance to live out the 

St. Anne’s core values every day and Respect, Responsibility, and Compassion; they are just what COVID-19 needs 

from everyone and for everyone. Be well and be  #HeronStrong. 

  

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me (jreilly@stannesde.org), Barry Davis (bdavis@stannesde.org), or your child’s 

advisor if you have questions, concerns, suggestions, or needs.  

  

Warmest regards,  

  

Jill 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


