
 

 

 Update from the Middle School Division Head 

March 31, 2020 

 

¡Buenos tardes! Middle School Families,  

  
We are excited about our students’ high level of engagement and zest for learning; they dove into last week’s 

unknowns with aplomb! Next week teachers will introduce new topics of learning, which may cause your student to 

struggle a bit. Fortunately, this unprecedented learning situation naturally allows for an important skill to be 

employed, and this skill is a real strength of our students - curiosity. According to dictionary.com, curiosity is 

defined as “the desire to learn or know about anything; inquisitiveness,” and St. Anne’s students are seriously 

curious young people! Curiosity, along with critical thinking and problem-solving, is highly valued at St. Annes, and 

in our current learning environment will not only be called into practice but also further honed and sharpened, 

helping our students progress as agile thinkers, engaged citizens, and future leaders.  

  
Here are some resources that will complement what teachers are doing to build and develop your child’s curiosity:  

● Brain Pop - Tap into your children’s innate curiosity and set them up for success with the best 

teacher-approved content, games, and tools. BrainPOP's materials and resources empower children 

from K-12 to build deep knowledge in an engaging and safe space. 

● 25 Nature WebCams & 25 Virtual Field Trips - From WeAreTeaches.com. Students should register with 

their school email address for access.  

Please feel free to post these reminders to the front of your refrigerator:  

● 8:00 am - the time when lessons and assignments are ready in Google Classroom 

● 10:00 am - the latest time when school email accounts and subject-specific Google Classroom pages 

should be checked 

● 45-60 minutes - about the amount of time a student should spend on 1 subject area   

● Students benefit from reading directions twice and marking key/required actions (underline or 

highlight) 

● When watching a video, students should be taking notes or completing a graphic organizer 

● Students should complete lessons and homework the day it is assigned (prior to Study Hall in case of 

questions) unless otherwise noted by the teacher. Related arts assignments may be self-paced with 

sliding due dates.  

● Students should bring their questions from the work they did earlier in the day to Study Hall.  
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Mondays/Wednesday Study Halls are for Math/Science  ● 2:00 - 5th grade 

● 2:30 - 6th grade 

● 3:00 - 7th grade 

● 3:30 - 8th grade 

Tuesday/Thursday Study Halls are  for  Social Studies, Spanish, Language 

Arts 

Friday Study Hall is  for  Related Arts (Art, Computer Science, etc.) 

  

I  hope to see you next Saturday from  9:00 - 9:40 am when we will gather online using  Google Meet for our weekly 

Middle School Virtual Coffee (meet.google.com/koo-pkah-mux) and phone number (602-899-2772  PIN 226 914 

252#. For those who cannot attend the live session, the recording will be available on the  Covid-19 updates page on 

the School’s website. As a note, we will not have a MS Virtual Coffee on Saturday, April 11 and will resume our 

weekly Virtual Coffee Hour on Saturday, April 18 at 9:00 am.  

  

Upcoming calendar events: 

● All School Chapel - Wednesday, April 1 at 9:45 am (Google Meet Info)  

● Preschool - Kindergarten Pod Devotions on Facebook Live - Friday, April 3 at 9:00 am 

● MS Virtual Coffee - Saturday, April 4 at 9:00 am  

● All School Tenebrae Chapel - ** Thursday, April 9 at 4:30 pm 

● Good Friday - Friday, April 10 - No Distance Learning/School  

● Distance Learning Resumes - Monday, April 13 

Finally, I loved that many of our empathetic and kind MS students sent notes to their teachers thanking them for all 

their hard work and well-designed, interesting lessons.  At our MS morning huddle yesterday,  I recalled for teachers 

some of the positive and supportive comments that were offered by parents during our MS Virtual Coffee last 

Saturday. The Middle School faculty and I  always appreciated hearing your feedback; it is helpful to us in many 

ways. Please continue to let us know how we are doing.   

  

In partnership,  

  

Jill 

  

P.S. If you are looking for some good news to balance all the scary news that is out there, take a look at celebrity John 

Krasinski’s SomeGoodNews video. Mr. Krasinski highlights some good news from around the world, including an 

interview with Steve Carell to mark the 15thanniversary of THE OFFICE, as well as John’s newest hero Coco.This is 

school appropriate and will make you smile! #somegoodnews  
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