
1. Build something! As a family brainstorm, 3-5 things you would like to build over 
the summer. While building, talk about the concepts involved in making your design. Let 
your kids lead the activity and ask them what they think and how they think it should go.  
Do it, even if you know it won't work; talk about how to fix it or improve it.   Check out this 
link for some really fun and not too complicated ideas. http://
www.popularmechanics.com/home/how-to/g22/10-diy-toys-you-can-build-with-your-
kids/ 

2. Create a discovery jar. Sit down with your child at the beginning of the summer and 
brainstorm all of the questions or ideas your student is curious about. Maybe it is why 
grass is green or how space travel started or how many varieties of leaves exist on the trees 
in the yard... Put all of the questions into a mason jar. Pull one out each day for your child 
to research and explore.  

3.  Keep math skills sharp. IXL.com, offers grade-based math activities that feel more like 
fun than practice. 

4. Bug out! Did you know that insects outnumber humans 200 million to one? No matter 
where you live, insects are a vital part of your community and play an important role in 
everything from recycling waste to helping plants spread pollen. Discover what bugs live in 
your neighborhood, and try to identify those you haven’t seen before. 

5. Get Coding!! Scratch Jr. (scratchjr.org for PreK-3) is a free App available on both iPad and 
Android tablets that allows even the youngest students to learn to code.  
Scratch (scratch.mit.edu for grades 3-9) is also a free platform for older students to pro-
gram interactive stories, games, and animations. All you need is a laptop and creativity. 

6. Feel the beat! Learn how different activities affect your heart rate. Teach your child how to 
measure his or her resting heart rate, and then collect it at different points throughout the 
day to learn how quiet versus physically active tasks change their heart rate.  

7. Bake! It’s one of the best ways to teach young children math and science; it also helps 
them develop their math vocabulary and measurement skills.  

8. Sharpen problem-solving skills! PBSKids.org offers a great resource full of problem-
solving games for young students.  

9. Upcycle! See what you can create with a bin full of recyclables. Check out the website 
http://www.modernparentsmessykids.com/for some creativity-inspiring ideas. 

10.Grow a salad. Explore life sciences with this fun activity. Grow lettuce, cucumbers, and 
tomatoes in your garden or in separate pots.  

11. Take the egg drop challenge. What happens when you drop an egg from ceiling-height? It 
cracks and creates a giant mess, right? Challenge your child to engineer a vessel that will 
protect the egg and keep it from breaking when dropped. 


