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Rising 6th Grade Summer Work 
2017 

 
 

Language Arts: Our literary theme for 6th grade is empathy. Take a moment to look up a 
definition of empathy. Most of the literature we read this year will center on this theme. 
Questions we will consider include what challenges do our protagonists experience, and how 
do they mature/grow from these experiences? What emotions/experiences are universal? How 
can we better empathize with the challenges of our family, friends, and with strangers? What 
would we do if put in the situations of our protagonists? At the end of the year, you will write a 
reflective piece detailing how you’ve grown in empathy this year.  
  
To prepare for this year’s theme, please read Cynthia Lord’s novel Rules. Since we will be 
working with this book upon your return to school in the fall, you should keep a reading 
journal of your thoughts, connections, and reactions to the book and its content.  This can be 
completed on a regular sheet of paper or on a google document.  Simply jot down any emotions 
the book evokes, favorite lines or quotations, or lightbulb moments (things that jump out at 
you).  This is very casual so don’t worry about how many entries you have or how long they 
are.  This is just way for you to remember your experience with the book when you come back 
to school after a long, relaxing summer!  If you have any questions, you may email me at 
cbromley@saintannesschool.org. 
 
Science:  Create a structure designed to support weight. You may use any household materials 
that you choose, with the exception of Legos or similar building blocks. Your structure must be 
free standing (stand on its own) and be at least 6 inches tall. 
 
Please turn in the following: 
 

 Take “before” and “after” photos of your structure to share. 
 Record how much weight it can support before collapsing. (Weigh the objects used with 

a bathroom scale if possible) 
 If you were to improve it, what would you do differently? What would you keep the 

same? 
 
Social Studies:  Using the blank map and the grid I have provided, list the abbreviations and 
capital for each state.  The numbers on the map indicate when the state joined the Union.  The 
website www.jetpunk.com will help you learn the states names and location.  Keep track of 
how well you do on the quizzes.  Please answer the following question in paragraph form:  If 
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you could choose one state to visit, which state would it be?  Why would you visit this state? 
Give at least 3 reasons. 
 
Math:  The math packet is attached. 
 
Spanish:  You have the choice of two options for your Spanish summer work.  See the attached 
Spanish packet. 


